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“Rule #4: A paperboy 1s always clean
in appearance, dress and spirit.”

-From The American Newspaber Delivery
Guild Handbook, published in 1932
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You’re a
————————"  |ifesaver,

Charlotte.

I think T s
----- voumean . °>orry
: “iterally.” /
v et

B for dropping
~———— Oildenglish my

sophomore

Oh, Jude, are you

sure you can’t 4 I...T wish *
s'h.:lyl _:}u:'l'eiqlrl"l'le ) N e .

o I have to get back .

+o my friends, see if
they’ve made any

|\  Progress with
our ship.

gL i

s, But you
promise you’ll let
——  me see if? Your

time machine?
Charlotte!

What - A@“&‘\\\\ S

the heck is
wrong with
the set?

The Real
McCoys is

about to




Go To 394 ||
my dear. back here NN The future T
tomorrow wve _—§ _ ’

sTill needs
your help.




Y Yeah, I don’t
know what That
means, but if you
make any sudden
moves; I'm gonna
A dropkick your
L face off.
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W Youwork . —

| for the j . RGECEy I'm _just o

R -t -_\‘—-—-M___ -

A old-fimers? regular old kid
e g -[-r-sﬂng to gE'l' home

L = 40 1988. That’s

b where I met your

:’ buddies Heck
&J f K

What the
L (BB Es were
we doing in
that mess?

Beats me,; but it startfed —— =
with you rolling my friend = —
Tiffany for oneofher |~ — Wait, not a
pricey Radio Shack 4+/— TRC-2187?
e g
' With
channel 14
crystals?/

S




My guys and u
I are like one of

your old super-gods,
Robyne Hude.

Whatever,
cdan you getT
me back to my
girifriend I mean;,
or not? we’re not
“official” or
anything.

We stedal
from the greedy
past to give to our

needy present,
dig?

probably
will be, if you
let me Tag

TN FEEERR

g"!’

Respect,
kid.

I was still

in The closet
at your dage;
and my people
actually like
our kind.

Guess your
erd’s way cooler

Than The history
books say.

M
e




This hike...
would be a | _ '
lot easier...with - . No time
a Camel Light... | / for vices;,
or twenty... | f7an . ' 4 Mac.

We have fo
getT you inside my
capsule before

But,
why can’t Who says
you come you have to die
with me? in some radioactive
apocdlypse with a
bunch of disgusting
monsters?

They’re not
monsters, they’re
+he fittest survivors
of billions of years of
evolution, and some of
+he most beautiful
credafures ever fo
walk our--
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Use it/

Stupid
thing’s not
working/
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iBeam/

Safety

O‘F‘Fr ‘FDI"

Christ’s
sake/
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That was You all Just my
hnn< r?gh-l'? brother’s old
badass. Walkman.

R " ‘59“"13‘:' " And +he last
T thing I dubbed off

ﬂe+hlng- him, probably.

Huh, I wish that
my father Your were a possibility;
used to have father? but unfortunately,
one much \ the world is like

like This.
\ TR one of these.
don’t we just go

back to his time,

self never to
invent any of
this crap?




You lost me,
Braunstein.

Time, it’s
not unlike your
cassette.

I+’s comprised
of one long spool,
stretching from beginning
to end, and each segment
can only be recorded
over so many times
before it begins
to degrade.

‘ I’ve tried, actually, but
turns out that death is

But; I’'m not Let’s just go hot unlike breaking the Maybe it’s
+alking dbout back and make lit+le tab off of one God’s way of
erasing, like,  sure that neither of of these things. making sure that
all of human us catch the shitty < His desighs can

history! 4 time-travel disease | only be changed
that’s gonna do | .. so much.
us both in/ |

Hold on. What kind
I know, of dasshole
; when I was your creator
You're age,; I always hated would let a
sdying God when people ascribed But the older kid die?
is real? whatever they didn’t I’'ve gotten, the
fully understand to more I’ve come to
some mythical believe That there
being. must be some kind

of higher power
at work out
There.




You have

So what?

every righ'l' Even if I escape
to be pissed, this nightmare,
Mac. I have what, a few
' more yedrs
Nothing left, fops?

about life is
fair...but at least
yours isn’t

N

Trre-

I know tThis will — .k Anyway;

sound strange coming 1+’e what at least

from someone in my line e —~— + *
we choose fo - | your Tape .
of work, but the amount do with every | survived. s 1t

-+ ’
o-_F f:m_e i PIQ eac.ll'-n second that @ goﬁd
given is irrelevant. PR vy one’




eff is even
happening
right now?
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And you mady
recognize your
friend KJ in this

more distinguished

clone of--

You.

You’re...
YOLI!r‘e P
COopY of me,
qr‘en!_f,

you?
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*& you.
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> hat... Hmmm,
¥ that isn’t how cdn
‘Muw possible. & I prove it
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I+’s me,
“Double-Oh i
Tiff7/ :

_______

I’m the same
older version of
us you saved from
my frdin wreck
of d life back

Well, remember third
grade? When we shoplifted
that pack of Garbage Pail
Kids without getting caught?
We’ve never confessed that
to anyone, not even--

True, but it
only looked as 7  Sixty years ago,
if I perished. people from this glorious
pdaradise swooped in d
split second before that
blast To Transport me
to their time. They
Freejack-ed me/!

BU'I'; I watched

you explode/
And...and how

you die is how

" Who the
hell is Free

e
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Was that v
not out
in ‘8872 Thought ’
seen That when

we were your

Tiffany, our foremothers
rescued your older self for
the same reason they gave

birth to us: becaduse you

and edach of your friends
are vitally important
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I+ that’s
true, where’s
Mac?

Fi
i n
¥

i
¥

#

o

e

i
SRECS
i e
&

- el
Y g
P

Look, “Nit’s g But all you Then
complicated” is heed to know is why haven’+
the understatement that these ladies and vou done it Becduse we
of the friggin’ I are gonna reunite already? still need your

mega-annum. you with all three
of your fellow
paperdgirls.

The only way our
monstrous wdr--any
war, redlly--finally ends
is by opening up lines
of communication.
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Back in the day, to talk %h ¥ So we had
dacross the dges, these folks Y +to get a little
would rely on coded letters more creative to
left in newspapers by allies send stuff they
like The cartoonist could never

womdn you mef. inTercept.
AT N
..A-JA

But the old-timers S
eventually figured
out that trick.

Building off the
brain-machine intferface
of ancient gadgets like this
one; we invented a way To
narrowcdst fransmissions
directly into unconscious
minds in The past.
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Dredams. Our dreams Told you I + But We've disco.vered
are secret was d i’,’“dr here’s how i+ That our creation works
messages from cookie. crumbles. . most cledarly with one’s

contemporaries.

the future.

N\
\\\\\\ All of us have fried

> talking to your pals,
| but not even Senior
‘l

Citizen You can make

da strong enough
connection.

Which
1S where
12-Year-Old
you comes
in.
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I ' You’re the one We need you to reach out This is totally
person here O ds many ds you cdn, bonkers.
who can break and help guide Them into

' through o position for a plan that What makes
your crew. will ulfimately create you guys think any of

peace on Earth. This is redlly going
+o work?
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believe I'm
doing This
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I know Th

Qui

here I'm
supposed fo be.
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I had, like,

d...

+ looking for
something my friends
and I found down here

what you want,
m_jus

few days...I mean,
years dago.

but I’
a

Y




I+’s like Mr. T says,
Your family, “Wou gotta follow
your friends, : your dreams.”
everyone you love is y
on the other side :
of that thing. I e FOR T

You can
do This,
dummy.

Just
follow










4335 Van Nuys Boulevard - Suite 332, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 U.S.A.
SINCE 1899!

, Gang!

Sorry I'm late, but Rita Pearl the Papergirl is BACK,
and she is. ..

Wait, why am | dressed in my circa-2000
throwback gear? And why is the time on my old
flio phone suddenly off by eighty-eight minutes?

Huh. Whoever was filling in for me here at the
A.N.D.G. while | was away on a “secret mission”

left a handful of old letters behind. Maybe there

are some answers in here:

o i =
R P TP e
TR

RITA PEARL, Papergirl

THE AMERICAN NEWSPAPER DELIVERY GUILD

Dear Rita Pearl ot A.N.D.G.,
Oh, this might be the last of the cloudy blue airmail

envelopes, as |'ve forgotten where | bought them.

Oh, well.

Anyway, Issue #20: First off, | really love the symbolic
cover. | say symbolic only because while Mac, Erin
and KJ seem harried, Titfany appears relaxed and
inviting - holding out her hand to Erin.

| also loved the story and not just because a
lot happened and we get to go to still another
time period, but the return of the teenaged boys’
language was featured. Now, where did | put my
cryptography notes? Gotta find ‘em!

AND... this issue gets bonus points for the results of
the readers’ Y2K Survey. | didn’t realize O Brother,
Where Art Thou was released 18 years ago. I'm
feeling rather old.

Anyway, it seems like a long wait until June and
Issue #21. I'm already looking forward to it.

Alan B.
Saga City, Japan

Issue #212 Sorry, Alan, looks like old Rita is mighty

bEhfﬂd on her CO!’!’ESPOHC]QHCE.

And | almost forgot about that old Y2K Survey. Is that
why I'm dressed like an extra from High Fidelity2

Dear Petey Roy,
As a deliverer, | really appreciate the A.N.D.G.

newsletter, which | always pick up at Carol and
John’s Comic Shop in Cleveland. It's such an
amazing store, | don’t even mind riding my bike
there all the way from the burbs.

Anyway, my question is about my route. A few
times, |'ve seen a strange woman sitting in a parked
station wagon just watching me as | deliver papers
a little before five in the morning. She never talks
to me or bothers me or anything like that, but it still
weirds me out a little.

I’'m not a kid (almost a teenager), so | don’t want to
bother my parents with this, but | was just curious



what you would do in my
situation.

Very sincerely,

1.Q.
Stony Stream, OH

Yikes. Judging by the Summer
Olympics in South Korea stamp
on this envelope, poor T.Q.
must have sent this in ages ago.
Regardless, | hope he eventually
did tell his parents about this
totally reasonable concern!

| still can’t believe they really
let kids that age go out all by
themselves back in the day...

Dear Rita Pearl,

First of all, let me please give
you a long overdue thank-you
for selecting my letter “Deliverer
of the Month” a few issues back.
| treasure the goodies | received
via Time Courier almost as much

as my A.N.D.G. membership
(proud member #27281614).

| took the liberty of paying the
trade paperback forward in

hopes of adding to the A.N.D.G.

I"CIH'(S.

| saw in Issue #24 that Dash-
Dash Dot “cn only DREAM of 1
day working in d PERIODICAL
SECTION ofa real LIBRARY,
allpraise.” My early newspaper
delivery work ultimately led to
my working at the reference desk
of a REAL library, allpraise, and
Dash-Dash Dot is welcome to
come back and join me any time.

| always look forward to Paper
Girls and love everything about
this book. Like | said in my first
letter to you, I've been reading
comics since the 1960s, and this
is the most fun I've had in a long,
long time. Thanks for that.

Sincerely yours,

Tom H.
Harrisburg, PA

Thanks for writing, Tom, but I'm
afraid I've never heard of this
mysterious “Dash-Dash Dot” of
whom you speak. But any friend

of libraries is a friend of mine, so
thank you both for your service!

Dear Brian & Cliff,

| know it's short notice, but we
at Arsenal Comics and Games
are huge fans of the series and
wanted to invite you to the grand-
opening of our second location in
Ventura, CA on September 1st!
We would love to have either
of you guys here for a signing,
our fans and customers would
lose their minds! Thanks for an
amazing series!

Sincerely,

Arsenal Comics & Games Family

Newbury Park, CA

Apologies for not passing this
along to our hosts here sooner,
Arsenal Comics! | hope everyone
visits your awesome-looking store
(or at least checks them out online
at www.arsenalcomicsandgames.
com). Congrats on the second
location!

And for future signing requests or
what have you, some of the less
antisocial creators behind Paper
Girls are pretty accessible on
social media, like @cliffchiang,
@colornmatt, @jaredkfletcher.

Mr. Vaughan,

Just a quick note to let you know
how much I've loved all of your
books, both digital and in print.
Paper Girls is truly a unique
work of art! Cheers to the whole
amazing feam. I've included a

S.A.S.E. for a membership card
to the A.N.D.G. I'd love for you to

sign it if it's not too much trouble.
Keep on doing what you do. It
brings me much joy!

Thanks,

Chris E.
Hyde Park, NY

Much obliged, Chris! Sadly,
A.N.D.G. membership cards are

no longer befng pmcessed, but
looks like yours wds one of the
last ever mailed out!

And while it might not have
been signed by one of the dudes
behind Paper Girls, rumor has
it that each card was lovingly
filled out by hand, laminated,
and envelope-licked by the wife
and/or children of one of the
creators, who may or may not
have delighted in turning his own
family into a veritable sweatshop.

Shameful.

Hey Team,

What did everyone at the
AN.D.G. think of last year’s

brilliant Twin Peaks episodes?
Thanks,

Travis R.

Hatfield, PA

Travis, | have no idea what your
question has to do with anything,
but HELL YES Rita Pearl watched
every second of the new Twin
Peaks, and | still think about
“Part 8” at least once a week.
For your excellent taste in surreal
dramas, I'm happily naming you
DELIVERER OF THE MONIH.
Congratulations, Mr. Jackpot!

As for my own ongoing
phantasmagorical mystery,
maybe I'll get some answers in
thirty days2 For now, whatever
era you currently find yourself
part of, remember to make the
most of it!

Lotsa love,

Rita Pearl the Papergirl



THE WRITE-YOUR-OWN-OBIT CHALLENGE!

4335 Van Nuys Boulevard - Suite 332, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 U.S.A.
S

Wow, my old supervisor warned me that this questionnaire was too morbid to print,
but we received more responses to this than just about anything we’ve ever featured
in the past. Hooray for being comfortable with our own inevitable demises!

1) When are you going to die?

“May 28, 2061 (+/- actuarial table accuracy)”

- Aaron M. from Murfreesboro, TN

2) And from what, or under what circumstances?

“In the mountains, after a long day of dangerous climbing and hiking, from
eating a piece of cake. Anaphylactic shock sucks.”

- Mereida F. from London, UK

3) Who will you be survived by?

“No oftspring, but | have four siblings and donated sperm to a lesbian couple
who are friends of mine and they now have two little boys.”

- Jonathan S. from Jacksonville, FL
4) How did you impact the world?

“| wrote a manifesto for chimpanzee rights.”

- Jordan H. from Salem, OR

5) What kind of tuneral would you like?

“It everyone could show up and tell wildly conflicting accounts of my life,
packaging my existence into a sarcophagus of mystery, that'd be great.”

- Jamie V. from Greenbelt, MD



6) What should be done with your body?

“Dress me in my cadet grey & whites. Place an American flag and a Starfleet
tlag in my cotfin. Bury me in a Mark-IV Torpedo, on the hill overlooking my
beloved Norwich University. I'd be honored to have the Regimental Band play
Echo taps and the Shock Platoon carry the colors.”

- Dave O. from Severna Park, MD

7) It you have a tombstone or other marker, what do you want inscribed on it2

“| do want a tombstone (even though I'll be cremated). | want two things on it:
‘She loved learning,” and a smallish Ouija board layout carved in (sorry, Mom,
stealing your idea).”

- Janel M. from Tucson, AZ

8) What will you miss most about being alive?

“The kids, but also old-school punk shows and maintaining ye olde comic
collection (20,000-plus, gonna be a hassle for somebody).

- Rich K. from Westchester, NY

9) Do you think you'll be part of any kind of atterlife?

“Hope not.”

- Jeremy L. from Chicago, IL

10) You're not dead yet, lucky, so what do you want to do tonight?

Hlf

m either gonna go to sleep early or ask a girl on a date. Haven't decided
which yet.”

- Emily C. from Ann Arbor, MI

Emily, life is short, so we kind of hope you asked for that date, but we also
love sleep, so that's an acceptable option, too. Either way, your response was
randomly selected to receive some life-attirming prizes! Congrats, and thanks

to everyone who was brave enough to confront their mortality.

- Rita
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